Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.

David G. Rogne, “It’s Happening,” Sermons for Sundays after Pentecost (2003), 0-7880-7900-7c.
James W. Thompson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 24.

Leonard H. Budd, “Pathway to God's Kingdom,” The Spirit’s Tether (Lima, Ohio: CSS Publishign
Company, 1993), 1-55673-608-8.

4 Ibid.

5 William Bausch, “ Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:26-34" More Telling Stories (Mystic, CT: Twenty-third
Publications, 1993), 6-10.

“It’s Happening.”

Taken from Homiletics, Volume 9, Number 2, p. 48.

Sharyl B. Peterson, Lectionary Homiletics, Vol. XVII, Number 4, June 2006, p. 31. Examples
adapted from William J. Brausch, Sorytelling the Word (Mystic, CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
2002), 225-226.

9 Stephen McCutchan, “The Seeds We Plant,” Sermonsuite.com.
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Prayer: Quiet our busy minds and fearful hearts, O God, that we may be till before your awesome
majesty. And then, if it be your will, Lord, refill our minds and hearts with a sense of direction —for the ability
to hear in our hearts and minds the cost involved. Help us as we struggle — as we dialogue — with your word.
Help usto choose to allow it to take up residence in us. In Jesus name, the one who calls us name, we pray.
Amen.

Mustard Seed Results
Mark 4:26-34 June 14, 2009

Today’ s Gospel reading includes two parables about the Kingdom of God. The first one reveals some attitudes
Jesus had about the way the Kingdom of God gets started and what causes it to grow. The second parable
provides an image of what is possible as a result of kingdom planting.

Now, we're quite a bit more familiar with the second parable — we even name it: the parable of the mustard

seed. We are probably more familiar with it because all three of the synoptic Gospels — Matthew, Mark and
Luke —all include a version of it in their collection of parables Jesustold. But the first parable helps set the
stage for the second and so were going to start with it this today.

How many of you remember the movie Oh, God? It’s one of my favorites — lots of profound theological
statements scattered throughout it. | enjoy viewing it and talking about the things the writers have God, George
Burns, just sort of flippantly say but are at the heart of faith and life.

Near the end of the film, Jerry, an assistant manager of a supermarket and played by John Denver, laments to
God that it doesn’t seem to him that anyone is listening to the message he understands God has entrusted with
him to share. He basically tells God that he thinks perhaps they have failed — that is, that he and God have
failed. God respondsto Jerry’s concern by saying, “Oh, | don’t think so. Y ou never know; a seed here, a seed
there, something will catch hold and grow.”*

That’s the message of the 1% parable. Jesus was talking about the Kingdom of God and doing it through
parables —through stories. When Mark used the phrase “The Kingdom of God” what he meant was “The Reign
of God” —that time when the will of God is accepted — when God' s will is present on earth like it is in heaven —
when we will live in conformity to God's will.

While we don't know a whole lot about the circumstances that inspired Mark to record these parables from the
lips of Jesus about the Kingdom of God, some Bible scholars suggest that it might have been because the
community of believers were struggling with the chaos created by the Jewish revolt against Rome in 60 A.D.
Followers of Jesus had caught a vision of the Kingdom of God and had to find away to reconcile their vision
with their reality. How could they be part of this new Kingdom of God and be so powerless?

It was thus probably a small group of discouraged believers — fugitives without a leader if you will —who were
the ones hearing the stories the author of Mark put in the mouth of Jesus. They were in need of aword of hope.
Jesus words were meant to provide hope during the times of discouragement and persecution they were going
through and would go through. We are in need of these words in our day as well.

One of the first things these words of Jesus should do in us is produce the impression that we are expected to do
something. Jesus spoke about the seed being scattered, what one author referred to as “broadcasting.”® We are
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the seed-spreaders, the scatterers of seed. “If the Kingdom of God is to become areality, we who are aware of
God's grace have seeds to sow.”* The Kingdom of God is experienced — is known — when others see it — see us
witnessing of it with our words and deeds.

Now, this parable suggests to usthat there is a randomness quality to this sowing seeds. There's not a whole lot
of planned planting that needs to be done. Thisis not about the right way to reach out and touch someone. It's
not a determining who you'’ re going to focus on this afternoon or on Thursday morning of this next week and
scripting out what you are going to say to that person. True, it may be appropriate occasionally. But, for the
most part seen planting is much more random. Scattering seeds isn’t about some sort of offensive, intentional,
aggressive beating up others through their ears sort of work. It’s much more haphazard — a conversation here, a
conversation there — a doing something for someone here, a doing something for someone there — a living our
lives because what we believe makes us act differently.

The author of Mark then shared another one of Jesus parables. This one having the potential of awakening
with us the idea that our simple seed-sharing has the potential of doing some pretty remarkable things. Jesus
own story parallels the development of the Kingdom of God — his was a lowly origin: born in an animal stall in
the little insignificant community of Bethlehem — and there was nothing particularly significant about the
profession of a carpenter or afisherman or atax-collector. And he used little things to illustrate when he taught:
“acup of cold water, a person with one talent, awidow’s offering, alost coin, kindness done for ‘one of the
least of these.’”® The tiny mustard seed planted 2000 years ago by Jesus and his little following didn’t really
show all that much promise. But, wow, think of what has happened as a result!

William Bausch is a Catholic priest who likes to tell stories. In his sermon Sowing the Seed he tells atrue story
about alittle girl who was greeted with a hug and a kiss from her brother. He was mentally retarded and had
this marvelous gift of being able to show affection.

Other children on the bus were often tempted to make fun of the girl and her brother. Their attitude gradually
changed though to respect. Father Bausch knows the story is true because it was one of the girls on the bus
tempted to ridicule the two seed-plantersthat relayed it to him. She told him that despite it being ailmost 40
years later, she found her own sense of love and compassion for others as aresult of the “seed of love” that
brother and sister sowed daily many years before.> A hug — something as simple, so small an act — birthing in
others a sense of love and compassion — mustard seed results — mustard seed planting with mustard plant
results.

Bishop Bevel Jones retells a story that wastold to him by once ambassador to the United Nations, Andrew
Young. Several yearsago now, Young visited Nelson Mandela. We all know the story of Mandela’'s
imprisonment from 1964 until his release in 1990 after intense international pressure. How he was then elected
president of South Africain 1994.

A little over a year after Mandela was elected president he invited Y oung to be his guest a the World Rugby
Cup Tournament. Rugby is pretty much awhite man’s sport and the South African team was all white even
though South Africa is about eighty percent black. Despite the fact that the world championship was being
played in Johannesburg, there wasn’'t much support of the team.
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A pretty explosive situation developed over the team symbol — a leaping gazelle called a springbok. The white
Afrikaners argued, “The springbok has been a symbol of every rugby team we' ve ever had.” Black Afrikaners
countered, “Exactly! It reminds us of South Africa’ sracist history, and we want it changed.”

According to Young, afew days before the opening game, Mandela visited the team and called a press
conference. At the press conference he wore ateam jersey and athletic cap with the team mascot onit. He
talked about how he and most of the rest of the black people of South Africa always rooted for whatever team
was playing against the Springboks. He said, “But regardless of the past, these are our boys now. They may be
all white, but they're our boys, and we must get behind them and support them in this tournament.”

Instead of holding practice the next day, the Springboks went to Robben I sland where Nelson Mandela had been
imprisoned for nearly three decades of his life. The coach and every player on the team entered Mandela's cell.

The coach shared with histeam: “This is the cell where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned. He was kept here for

27 years by the racist policies of our government. We Afrikaners tolerated his imprisonment for all those years,
and yet he has backed us publicly. We can't let him down.”

The Springboks had an amazing run in the tournament making it to the final game against New Zealand. The
game was tied at the end of regulation. President Mandela was of course present. During the timeout he
brought out of the stands a South African children’s choir that sang an old African miners’ song which was to
them like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” wasto the slaves in our country. 65,000 people stood and joined in the
singing of this black African miner’s song. Andrew Y oung said, “I don’t know anything about rugby, and |
don’'t understand the words of the song, but | wasin tears.”

After winning the World Cup the streets of South Africawere filled with whites and blacks dancing together.
“One of the most divided nations on the planet was united by something some people might consider
insignificant — arugby match.”” It's amazing what God can do as long as someone plants the seed.

Boris Y eltsin was once asked how he was able to muster the courage to not back down when communism fell in
the former USSR. He paused for amoment and then said that he was inspired by the work of Lech Walesa, an
ordinary electrician in Poland who had started the downfall of communism in his own country. Walesawas
interviewed later by an entirely different set of reporters and they asked him what had inspired himin his
struggles. He said that it was the civil rights movement in America under Dr. Martin Luther King, J. Many
years before, King had been asked in an interview what had inspired him and he said that it was the courage
exhibited by an ordinary African-American woman by the name of Rosa Parks, a seamstress.

It might be a bit of a stretch, but this chain of events/interviews could certainly be used to strengthen the point
that small acts can birth some pretty amazing results — atiny, brave powerless black woman from a small,
ordinary southern US town refusing to give up a seat at the front of a bus birthing the downfall of communism?
A little seed here and a little seed there — alittle nurturing along the way — and who knows what God can do
withit.

Our roleis not to establish God' s kingdom. Our role isto plant seeds so that God can cultivate — can evoke

within persons kingdom-like responses. While we cannot see how our actions are going to make any significant
difference, the challenge is for usto simple act faithfully by planting the seeds.’
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For several years two women stopped by the church every couple of weeks to prepare brown bag lunches for
those who stopped by the church in need of food — some beanie weanies, a cup of fruit, some crackers. Then
came the decision to take the brown bag lunches to the CRC so that more folks could be helped and to put in the
hands of this extension ministry of the whole community atool to access the needs of the most disadvantaged
among us. The two who gtarted the ministry became one and the decision was made to invite othersto consider
the possibility that God might be able to use their gifts to share this ministry of compassion. Today nineteen
people prepare almost 100 brown bags of food each month. The Kingdom of God is like something as small as
amustard seed being planted and growing into something as big as a mustard plant — mustard seed results.

A couple of years ago a woman made an appointment with Cathy Davis, the now Director of our Every Member
in Ministry. Thiswoman told Cathy that she liked to knit and she would like to start a shawl ministry —a
ministry where shawls would be given to people in need of comfort. Thirteen women have made and
distributed 77 shawls since the birth of this ministry. The Kingdom of God starts when one person puts
themselves in a position for God to use them as God sees fit. When one person offers their gifts or skillsor
passion to be used by God as God sees fit: a brown bag lunch satisfying the hunger of over 100 persons a month
—amustard-seed like stitch birthing comfort in the lives of 77 persons.

The Invitation To Christian Discipleship this morning is an invitation to examine the tiny seeds growing inside
you and asking if there’saway for usto plant these small seeds of love, comfort, encouragement so that God
can get to work turning, our mustard seeds into mustard plants. Arethere ministries in need of the gifts you
have to offer?

Let’'s pray.

You say you want us, you can use us, to plant the kingdom, Lord? Hmmmm, keep our minds and hearts
open to what is going on around us and help us be better aware of the seeds we have to plant on behalf of your
kingdom. Amen.
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